
A very warm welcome to you all on the eve of a new 
National Counties Cricket Association season. Whilst there 
are signs that the  weather may be breaking after recent 
weeks of prolonged and unseasonal sunshine, we remain 
ever hopeful of a prompt and dry start to what promises to 
be a very full cricketing calendar.

Similarly, we remain cautiously optimistic that the progress 
achieved over the last two years will manifest itself in another
challenge for honours come September.

The strides made following our reset back in 2023 were
evidenced by a number of outstanding individual performances
last season with both bat and ball, as players have continued to
develop with their gain in experience and confidence of playing
at a higher level.

The batting order, in particular, is now looking significantly 
stronger than in recent years, with players learning the
importance of batting their full allotted overs and providing a 
crucial platform for the bowlers. Special mention must go to
our professional Tom Fell and newly-appointed vice-captain 
George Hargrave, both of whom continue to score prolifically
and were richly deserving of their county caps.

The disappointment of narrowly missing out on promotion
to Western Division One on the final day of the season at 
Eastnor where the 'winners took all' will no doubt provide a
spur to many of the playing squad, retained from last season,
when the Championship season gets underway in July 
against our old friends and rivals Cheshire, who following

Ed Ashlin takes on new role

Ed Ashlin has been appointed Shropshire County Cricket Club’s
new first-team coach following Dave Nock’s decision to stand 
down from the role. Nock has done an excellent job for the 
county club for a number of years, with Ed Home, Shropshire’s 
head of cricket, praising his contribution. Nock is now keen to
focus on his umpiring commitments in the Shropshire County 
Cricket League and also become more involved with the 
Shropshire Association of Cricket Officials.  Ashlin continues to 
play in the Shropshire County Cricket League for Shrewsbury
-based Sentinel, and is also the coach of Shropshire’s Academy
side, which ties in with his full-time role with Cricket Shropshire
as pathway and coaching manager.
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their relegation from the top division, will invariably be the team
to beat. Further, the improved performances in last year’s 
one-day competitions, and most notably the victories over Wales, 
Herefordshire and Staffordshire will be a source of confidence
as we look forward to the new season with preparations over
the winter months having gone well. These have included the
restoration of open trials as we continue to broaden our
search for any aspiring county player, regardless of age, who
may have slipped through the net. A deep playing and 
competitive squad will be essential if we are to challenge on
all fronts.

This season will see Ed Ashlin take over from Dave Nock as
first team coach of the senior squad, to whom we owe special
thanks for his efforts over the last three years. Dave has
played a pivotal role in the development of many a young 
Shropshire cricketer, who has benefited from his knowledge 
of the game, and sport in general. His good humour and quiet
positivity will be much missed. Happily, he will not be lost to
the game as he looks to build upon his umpiring career in.
which we wish him well.

Ed Home, left, and Ed Ashlin are pictured during a 
pre-season training session at Shrewsbury School’s 

Indoor Cricket Centre.

By John Hulme, Shropshire CCC Chairman

Ed's appointment will be combined 
with his continuing role as Cricket 
Shropshire's pathway and coaching 
manager, thereby creating a seamless 
transition between the academy
programme and senior team as we 
continue to build closer ties with the 
Board. We wish him every success 
going forward. Cont. pg2



Cont. from pg. 1 
Away from the National Counties competition, doubt 
remains at this time as to whether our scheduled Showcase 
Game against Warwickshire will go ahead, not least due to 
the overcrowding of the First Class fixture list. I know this will 
come as a disappointment to many of our members and 
supporters, particularly after the fine hosting by Wellington 
Cricket Club of last year's match with Yorkshire, which 
attracted a very good crowd and provided an encouraging 
financial return. Although the staging of showcase games 
will not be mandatory for counties this season, our hard-
working secretary Richard Lees is continuing to explore other 
possible options should we be unable to find a mutually 
convenient date for the hosting of Warwickshire, with whom 
we have enjoyed close ties over the years.

Recent months have also seen further national honours 
come the way of former Shropshire cricketers who were 
products of our own county pathway, including Dillon 
Pennington (Nottinghamshire) and Mitchell Stanley 
(Lancashire), both of whom were selected for England Lions, 
following in the recent footsteps of Joe Clarke 
(Worcestershire and Nottinghamshire) and Ed Barnard 
(Worcestershire and Warwickshire). Our warmest 
congratulations to them both, and also to Jack Home, whose 
noteworthy performances for Worcestershire in the latter 
half of the season were rewarded with selection for the 
England U19 tour to South Africa. Shropshire’s record of 
producing players who have gone on to compete at an elite 
level compares with the best.

The winter has also seen the sad passing of Jim Home. We 
shall all remember Jim with great fondness. His company 
was enjoyed by so many throughout the county and beyond. 
He was one of the much-valued links to Shropshire’s 
formative years in the Minor Counties Championship, a great 
supporter of the club and a life member. Jim would be justly 
proud of the very significant contribution made by his family 
to Shropshire cricket. 

In closing, my special thanks and appreciation go to all of 
our sponsors and patrons for their generous and invaluable 
support, which is vital in maintaining the continued financial 
stability of the club. Whilst there has been a welcome, albeit 
small increase in funding from the ECB, the overall 
expenditure in running the county club remains significant, 
as we face ever increasing catering, travel and printing 
costs.

My thanks also go to our board of directors who together 
with others behind the scenes give up so much of their time, 
totally unrewarded, in the furtherance and cause of 
Shropshire cricket.

As we embark on a new season. I am sure you will all wish to 
join me in wishing our captain Charlie Home and the team 
every success, and I very much look forward to seeing as 
many of you as possible around the grounds in the weeks to 
follow. Your continued support as ever is greatly 
appreciated.

Here's hoping for a vintage summer! 

New signing Cameron Jones impressed on his Shropshire 
debut in a four-wicket victory over Worcestershire 
Academy earlier this month. All-rounder Jones, pictured 
bowling in the friendly at Allscott Heath, took three 
wickets and hit an unbeaten 25, with Lewis Evans also 
picking up three wickets and ending undefeated on 43. 
Jones will be playing his club cricket for Shifnal in the 
Birmingham League this season. He was previously with 
Worcestershire and played once for the club’s first team 
during his time at New Road, a One-Day Cup match 
against Somerset at Taunton in August 2023. 

Shropshire County Cricket Club
is proud to again be supporting 

Severn Hospice 
as our chosen charity for 2025.

We will also be displaying the Severn Hospice logo on our 
playing shirts, as worn here by Lewis Evans and Ben Lees, for 

our NCCA Championship matches.



Spotlight on Shropshire wicketkeeper Ben Lees
Wicketkeeper Ben Lees, a regular in the Shropshire side in recent seasons, made his first-team debut for his 
home county aged 16 in a Twenty20 victory over Herefordshire at Wrekin College in May 2019.

He then marked his second competitive appearance by scoring 50 – and putting on 112 for the sixth wicket with 
Graham Wagg – as Shropshire beat Northumberland in the NCCA Trophy at Oswestry two years later.

A former Shrewsbury School first-team captain who plays his club cricket for Shifnal in the Birmingham League, 
Ben played for Shropshire’s Academy side before progressing to the county’s 1st XI.

Full name: Benjamin James Lees

Birthplace/date: Wellington, March 9, 2003. 

Clubs played for? Shifnal, Allscott Heath and Bridgnorth. As 
well as playing for Shropshire, I also played for Shrewsbury 
School and was at Worcestershire when I was younger. 

Earliest cricketing memory? It was probably when I was 
aged five or six. I would go to my grandparents in Newport 
daily during the school holidays and my grandad would take 
me to the nets to hit a few balls.

What do you most enjoy about cricket? It’s always nice 
when you do well! I feel that it has always been a sport that 
keeps you level as one week you are doing well and feel in 
form and others you feel like you’ve never played the sport 
before! I really enjoy spending days on the cricket pitch with 
teammates that are mainly very good personal friends of 
mine, so I enjoy their company on and off the pitch.

Best players you have played alongside? George Hargrave, 
Tom Fell and Graham Wagg for Shropshire, and, in my eyes, 
the best cricketer to have played in the Shropshire League 
over the last 20 years, Allscott’s Carl Starling.

Best players you have played against? Jacob Bethell, Shane 
Dowrich and Wasim Jaffer.

Favourite grounds where you have played? Scarborough, 
Worcestershire’s New Road, Sidmouth and Shrewsbury 
School.

Career highlights? Scoring 50 on my Shropshire one-day 
debut is up there as one of the best highlights. Being the 
captain of Shrewsbury School’s first team was an honour, 
with being associated with the brilliant school it is and the 
players that you have seen coming through and progressing 
through the ranks. Another highlight was scoring my first ever 
hundred when I was 12, with my parents, sister and both sets 
of grandparents watching.

Team mate to have made you laugh most? Jack Edwards. I 
have played with him for three years now at Shifnal and he’s 
always been the funniest.

What other sports do you enjoy? Pretty much all of them! 
Football’s probably the other main one having played football 
for England Schools whilst I was at Shrewsbury School. I 
follow Shrewsbury Town home and away outside the cricket 
season. I have also recently discovered a soft spot for 
snooker and darts.

What are your thoughts and hopes for Shropshire 
CCC ahead of the 2025 season getting under way?       
I think last season was one of what could have been 
unfortunately. We played some very good cricket 
throughout the season but perhaps lost a few too many 
key periods of games.

When you look at the quarter-finals of the T20 
competition in Slough, we didn’t put in the best 
performance with bat or ball, however it has been a 
progression in recent years as I don’t think the club had 
ever made it into that phase of the competition before 
since it was introduced.

In the one-day competition, we lost games that we really 
should have won, with losing to Norfolk after setting 
them just under 300, and not chasing down just over 260 
against Suffolk at Shifnal on a relatively batting-friendly 
pitch.

Over recent years, I think the three-day competition is 
one where we have played our best cricket. Had the 
game against Dorset not been eventually washed out, 
and had we not had the horrible first half of day 
one against Herefordshire at Eastnor, we would be 
playing in division one this year. Then again, when you 
look at the previous results last season and how we 
fought back against Herefordshire, it’s something to 
take encouragement from.

When it comes to this season, I think it’s very much the 
same as it has been since Charlie took over the 
captaincy. Keep on looking to go out there and enjoy it, 
embrace the challenging times that come with NCCA 
cricket, but also build on the foundations that have been 
built over the last couple of years thanks to everyone 
involved within the club, whilst also being proud to 
represent the county and make the supporters that 
travel around the country to watch us proud to be a part 
of the club too.



Shropshire County
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shropshireccc @shropshireccc
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Shropshire’s Jack Home impressed on his Youth Test 

debut for England’s Under-19s earlier this year. 

Having enjoyed an exciting breakthrough to the 

Worcestershire first team last summer, Jack was called 

up by the Young Lions for the winter tour to South Africa.

He became the latest Shropshire player to receive the 

honour, following the likes of Ed Barnard, Joe Clarke, 

Ollie Westbury, Dillon Pennington and Theo Wylie, who 

have also played for England at under-19 level in recent 

years.  

Jack, who plays club cricket for Shifnal in the 

Birmingham League alongside his brother Charlie, the 

Shropshire captain, made the most of his chance to 

shine in an England shirt.

Having featured in the One Day International Series, he 

was selected for the opening Youth Test

Twenty20 Cup

May 25 v Cheshire at Wem Cricket Club

June 8 v Staffordshire at Burslem Cricket Club 

June 15 v Cumbria at St Georges Cricket Club  

June 2 v Northumberland at South Northumberland CC 

August 3: T20 Super 12's

August 24: T20 Finals Day

Trophy

April 27 v Herefordshire at Eastnor Cricket Club 

May 4 v Norfolk at Shrewsbury Cricket Club  

May 11 v Staffordshire at Shifnal Cricket Club

May 18 v Suffolk at Mildenhall Cricket Club 

June 1: Trophy quarter-finals

June 22: Trophy semi-finals

July 13: Trophy final 

Championship Western Division 2

July 20-22 v Cheshire at Whitchurch Cricket Club

July 27-29 v Dorset at Wimborne Cricket Club

August 17-19 v Wiltshire at Bridgnorth Cricket Club

August 31-Sept 2 v Wales at St Asaph Cricket Club

in Stellenbosch, a match which ended in an exciting 

draw. Batting at eight, Jack struck 63 in England’s first 

innings and then followed it up with an unbeaten 60. He 

also took his first Youth Test wicket during the match. 

Jack made his first-team debut for Shropshire in the 

NCCA Championship match against Cornwall at St 

Austell in July 2022. Further appearances have since 

followed for his home county during the last two 

seasons, with Jack impressing as a pace bowler and top 

order batter. 

His emergence into the Worcestershire first team last 

season quickly saw him become a consistent wicket-

taker for the Pears, initially in the Metro Bank One Day 

Cup. He claimed 16 wickets in five matches, including a 

haul of 6-51 against Derbyshire, while he also made his 

County Championship debut against Warwickshire in the 

closing weeks of the season ahead of signing a three-

year contract.  

Pictured: Jack Home 

bowling for Shropshire in 

the NCCA Trophy match 

against Herefordshire at 

Whitchurch last May.

Jack Home impresses after receiving 

England Under-19 call up
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