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Welcome to the winter edition of the Shropshire CCC newsletter
By John Hulme, Shropshire CCC Chairman

Those getting up in the middle of the night during the depths of
winter are not always rewarded for their special efforts when
following the fortunes of the England cricket team Down Under.

If for some it proves a challenging experience on occasions, fear
not! Hope always springs eternal and no better time to enjoy a
little early festive cheer with our latest newsletter.

In this our special Ashes edition we shall return to events Down
Under later, but before reflecting on the season past and looking
ahead to next year here's a quick teaser for you - Can you name
the last player to represent Shropshire who has featured in an
Ashes series ? You will find the answer on page 2.

It’s that’s time of the year to look back and reflect briefly on the
events of last summer and also look forward to the forthcoming
season.

The highlight of 2025 was undoubtedly the very fine run to the final
of the NCCA 50 over competition, upon which Charlie Home and
the team are to be warmly congratulated. The chance of lifting the
Trophy for only the second time in the club’s history was to be
thwarted by a very accomplished Dorset side who were deserved
winners on the day. The success enjoyed, however, will give the
Shropshire team much confidence going forward.

Similarly, our hopes and aspirations of gaining promotion from
Division Two West of the NCCA Championship were not to be after
just missing out the previous season. In a summer which was one
of the warmest on record, it was ironic that the weather should
intervene in the matches against Cheshire and Wales when we
were well placed in both games. With the Championship
programme now reduced to only four games, and availability
affecting all counties across the board given many players
unavoidable work commitments, the margins are becoming
increasingly small.

A full round up of all our season’s results and scores can be
found on the club’s website, and will also be provided in the
supplement for our spring newsletter to be published in
April.

Looking ahead, preparations are already under way for our
pre-season nets and trials scheduled to start in February.
Furthermore, we shall we welcoming into the fold a new
addition to our cricket management team with the
recruitment of a man enjoying considerable experience, both
as a player and coach at Minor Counties and National
Counties level, someone who knows the game inside out.
Watch this space!

We will also be announcing shortly details of an exciting new
partnership with Worcester University to help grow and
expand the commercial arm of the club. Whilst we continue
to keep a tight rein on finances and carefully manage our
reserves, every penny counts as they say! With rising match
costs and related expenditure, the core funding received
each year from the ECB cannot be relied upon alone if we are
to remain competitive and support our players as best we
can. Continued sponsorship is essential and we remain
extremely grateful to all those who continue to support us.

In the meantime, as many of you may already know, we were
deeply saddened to learn of the recent passing of Mike
Jones. Affectionately known as ‘Alphabet’ Jones, MPTWJ was
a very fine servant to the county club,
having been a member of the
committee for nearly 40 years.

His knowledge and experience
gained over that time cannot be
overstated.

Continued on Page 2
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It's time to start planning for next season - and here’s some dates for your diary with fixtures and host venues now
confirmed for our home and away matches in the three National Counties Cricket Association competitions.

Our 2026 season will begin with a home game against Cumbria in the 50-over
NCCA Trophy on Sunday, April 26.

NCCA Trophy NCCA Twenty20 Cup
April 26 v Cumbria (H) at TBC May 24 v Cheshire (A) at Didsbury CC
May 3 v Cambridgeshire (H) at Shifnal CC May 31 v Staffordshire (H) at Wem CC
May 4 v Cheshire (A) at Oxton CC June 14 v Cumbria (A) at Cockermouth CC
May 10 v Suffolk (A) at Sudbury CC June 21 v Northumberland (H) at Wellington CC
June 7: Trophy quarter-finals August 9: T20 Super 12s
June 28: Trophy semi-finals August 30: T20 Cup Finals Day
July 19: Trophy final
CCAC . . C . B
NCCA Championship Western Division 2 - BN
‘ c | July 12-14 v Cornwall (A) at Truro CC .‘
July 26-28 v Wales (H) at Bridgnorth CC
August 2-4 v Cheshire (A) Nantwich CC - -

August 16-18 v Dorset (H) at Whitchurch CC

Wellington’s Orleton Park ground will host Shropshire’s two NCCA Twenty20 Cup matches against
Northumberland on June 21.

Continued from Page 1

He held the office of chairman from 1986 to 1994, We also remember Ben Fish, late of Shrewsbury CC,
following on from Geoff Othen, before being succeeded Wroxeter CC and Wellington CC, whose considerable
by the late John Bennett. Mike played a vital role in both administrative skills played a very significant role in the

development of the Shropshire Cricket Association, the

financial and membership matters. He will be well
forerunner to the Cricket Board.

remembered for his warmth and kindness. Ever
courteous and impeccably dressed, Mike was the most ] ] ]
urbane of men. The famed black brief case carrying All f(rue characters in their own right who very much left
match receipts and travelling expenses, like its carrier, their mark on the local sporting scene.
had many a tale to tell!

Finally, | close by wishing our

We also say farewell to Stuart Nadal, a long-standing
club member and supporter, who travelled the country far members’ playe_rs and supporters a
and wide to watch both the county and also his beloved very Merry Christmas and a Happy

AFC Telford United. New Year.
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Lewis Evans, the Shropshire left-arm spinner, is enjoying
spending an English winter overseas for the first time with
Australian club Mentone.

The Shrewsbury captain, playing for the Melbourne-based club
in the Cricket Southern Bayside League, has been among the
wickets and also contributed with the bat during an impressive
start to the season for his club.

Lewis will remain Down Under until March before returning
home to Shrewsbury for the new National Counties and
Birmingham League campaigns.

Lewis, who is pictured here at Mentone Cricket Club, kindly
answered some questions on how he’s finding life in Australia
for the winter edition of the Shropshire CCC newsletter.

Has playing club cricket overseas always been an ambition?
A winter overseas had always intrigued me! | thought about it
briefly when | left school but chose to go into full-time work
straight away instead, and having done so since it seemed the
perfect time this winter to give it a go now I’m 23. The thought of
an Ashes Down Under was an added bonus.

How are you enjoying the experience of playing and living in
Melbourne? How have you settled in at your club and how
have you found the standard? I’m loving it so far. It’s a great,
diverse city with lots of variety, and I’m very lucky being based
south of the city centre close to the beach on the Bayside. I’'m
playing at Mentone CC, a club fielding six senior teams and
plenty of juniors. Everyone has been incredibly welcoming and
I’ve started finding my feet on the pitch now as well.

| would say the standard is comparable to the Birmingham
League, without teams being bolstered by contracted
professionals as we see back home.

Is the Ashes a regular topic of conversation with your
Australian team mates - and are you going to any of the
matches? Yes, it’s constant talk over here in the media,
during training and on Saturdays. There are four other English
lads at Mentone so while we’re still outnumbered, it’s a good
laugh. It was however a fairly humbling experience watching
the first Test in the clubhouse with 50+ Australians... | went to
Brisbane to watch the second Test and have tickets for the
Melbourne Test, so I'm hoping for a better result in
Melbourne!

What do you hope to take from your time playing in
Australia into your game when you return home? The
conditions, Kookaburra ball and style of play is very different
to the UK so the exposure and experience is invaluable. I'm
working hard to add variations to my bowling and there is an
increased training load through the week, so it’s a great
chance to hit lots of balls and work on my game.

When are you back in Shrewsbury and how much are you
looking forward to the 2026 season, both with Shrewsbury
CC and Shropshire CCC? I’'m back in Shrewsbury late March
so I’ll have a few weeks to settle back in with pre-season
before the Birmingham League and National Counties
campaigns begin. We had a strong top four finish at
Shrewsbury this year and the 50-over run to the final with
Shropshire was fantastic, so I’'m full of optimism going into
2026 that we’ve got great platforms to keep improving as
sides at both club and county level.

The former Wellington overseas batter played for Shropshire in the 2003 C&G Trophy match
against Northumberland at Oswestry making 49. It was to be his only appearance for the
county. He played in three Ashes series for Australia.




As another Ashes series starts to take shape, it’s an
opportunity to highlight the role a Shropshire cricketer played
in England’s initial quest for the cherished urnin 1882.

Under the captaincy of the Honourable Ivo Bligh, England
made their fabled trip to Australia in what was to be a tale of
sporting triumph, romance and tragedy.

The historic tour was to involve a gifted young batsman from
near Oswestry, studying at Oxford at the time. His name was
Charles Leslie.

Leslie's call to arms came just weeks after Billy Murdoch's
Australia team had defeated England at The Oval in a one-off
Test match. Chasing 85 to win in the second innings, in front
of a capacity 20,000 crowd, England collapsed in dramatic
fashion to end eight runs short. This prompted the famous
mock obituary to English cricket by The Sporting Times.

Amid huge publicity, Bligh and his team of four professionals
and eight amateurs, including 21-year-old Leslie, set sail for
Australia on the SS Peshawar in October 1882 to regain the
Ashes. The long voyage was a perilous one. The entire team
almost drowned in the Indian Ocean.

Leslie was to make an impressive start to the tour, scoring
146 against New South Wales as the tourists totalled 461. It
was to be his highest ever first-class score.

England lost the first Test in Melbourne by nine wickets, but
Leslie, who rarely bowled even at Oxford, returned impressive
figures of 3-31 in the first innings, claiming the prized wickets
of Murdoch, Horan and Bannerman. England squared the
series three weeks later when Billy Bates picked up 13
wickets as the tourists won in Melbourne by an innings and 27
runs. Leslie played his part by making 54.

And so to Sydney for the deciding game. In a thrilling contest,
Dick Barlow bowled out Australia for 83 in the final innings to
secure a 69 run victory - and the Ashes!

Leslie returned to Oxford to complete his degree, but was
never to play for England again. So who was Shropshire’s first
Test cricketer?

Born in Mayfair, London on December 8, 1861, Charles
Frederick Henry Leslie was the third son of Henry David
Leslie, an English composer and conductor, and Mary Betsey
Leslie.

Leslie grew up at his mother's home, Bryn Tanat Hall, near
Llansantffraid, with three brothers and a sister. Educated at
Rugby, he was a member of the school’s cricket Xl for four
years.

Pictured: The 1882-83 England touring team with
Charles Leslie standing on the far right hand side in
striped blazer.

During the school holidays, Leslie played for Oswestry
Cricket Club and at the age of 16 made his debut for
Shropshire. In 1881 Leslie went to Oriel College Oxford,
where he immediately made his mark, scoring 111 on his
first-class debut against the MCC. He was to team up with
his Oswestry and Shropshire colleague George Robinson, a
fine opening bowler, with both players sharing the distinction
of winning three successive blues.

Upon leaving Oxford, Leslie continued to play for Middlesex
in the County Championship, but finally retired from first-
class cricket in 1888 at the age of just 27 to go into the family
insurance business.

In 48 first class games, Leslie scored 1,860 runs at an
average of 22.96 and took eight wickets at an average of
20.62. He was to end his sporadic playing career in 1893
with Shropshire, for whom he scored 589 runs at an average
of 45.30, with a top score of 164.

Following his retirement from the game, Leslie pursued a
successful business career, but never lost his abiding love of
the game, serving for 37 years as secretary of Butterflies
Cricket Club. He also enjoyed a vicarious interest in the
performances of his son, John, who also played for Oxford
University, and son-in-law Hubert Pilkington, who briefly
appeared for Middlesex.

He was to die at the early age of 59, but the Leslie cricketing
dynasty lives on. His great grandson Matthew Fleming - the
great nephew of the late author lan Fleming, the creator of
James Bond - captained Kent with distinction and played
one-day cricket for England in the late 1990s. Fleming
became the youngest ever President of the MCC when
elected in 2016. In taking up office, he would no doubt have
fondly gazed upon the small terracotta urn his ancestor had
helped to bring back from Australia over 130 years earlier!

Despite a short lived Test career, Leslie at his best was a
batsman of very high class with a strong defence and ability
to strike the ball powerfully. This little known England
cricketer has now been fittingly inducted into the Oswestry
Sports Forum Hall of Fame. His name is now rightly etched in
the annals of local sporting history.




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4

